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The Latest A dventures of the Wonderful Cleek 
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OLLOPS. «ith tnk-smudgcd fingers 
clutched in hia thatch of carrot ly; 
hair, and his mouth half flun.; • 
open in an effort w pronounce the Eng- 
lish language 'as it In spoke." was det-pl 
io that n«n»I source of wonder in him— 
the spellinf book. 

" Why sin't p-l-o-u-g-n 'ailed plufT '" 
he was asking himself wcarilv when an 
imperative mil from hi* nW enemy '6* 
telephone bell caused him to start in ms 

t 

' Yus Kiln 1 How Yu* this is 
1 apn Burhagrs— woi blighter ere ?mi" 
Wot' Mr Narknm *" The en 1 nor, ttr. no. 


Cleek in any way. "Of course, of 
course. ' h*- itaii] geniallv. " I merely told! 
Eerw l< k thMf 1 would put nn> of Ih*>: 
smartest n>n wed jot upon ihe tob. j 

E» »•>•. o;,. v.. i like, mv d-dr f-llem. so 

long as underneath you are your own I 
ingenious self." 

Thank sou,'' said 0»k. with a tittle 
bow. half pleased, half Ironical Then 
we II make it Headland, and if I don't 
mistake here is the gentleman come in 
»»»rrb Of Hf." 

He lookt-d toward • motor car which 
hart driven through the park sates and 
in which »'« sealed Mr. Berw i. k. hi* 
anxious i')ts star ma from side to side 


THE CROOKED HOUSE 


in hadly-veiled rxcitc- 
1111 I've been over lb» 


and shouting of voice*, and Or. Colton 
rushed out of his aurgery, followed he 
Cleek. who : imped forward more sine-). 
With facet white and strained Mr and 
Mrs. Berwick. Attsa, Mrs Hesettme it. 
Mr Narkom were gathered round 


,md 


am i In; went art sh«rt two 'our* a S o. | " hr to fin ' 1 * h "" *»Perlncndf nt 

lr A case I! d-» im a eight o good ,n * h <- •»»•* crowd «( '.nd -ar- 

V .. Mr in the park rear the Hatch- r'»5' " The runertnt-cdent mad- a little 

impatience, I mlo 

Muttered IrrititMy. is 
he i tnod up. hut his anxietv has got 
b#vnnd him One thin^ is pprttv 'ar- 
tain— 1 m not saying he'* ruiltv. mind 
von. hu, it would he a preriv rood 'hins 

o 


Yui. nr. in the park n»ar the Hatch- ■ '«« <■■.!-.■ 

heels italoo Thev sot a new l>ed of bine sesfire of •""T''" 
hv.cir.fhf wttft pink .^pot; m cin. so v «" h* 


«-on t : ■• ! iirrr to move, htesj; im 
What" Ob. »uet ordinary", fir. brown 
i't-me-downs' and a bowler "»t w-jv a 
spilt in it. and he s aural' of u yallar 


Dnllopf hunf 


up th* receE\'»»- and, 
winktnf at a lar of tear let tulips, re- 
"i-ned once more (o »rfc*tle with th" 
.Tivrtertea of th* English laniuat* 
Meanwhile, with a Itttle Mc h of absolute 
content. Mr Maverick Narknm alao r» 
le*sad the telephone and re*entered rhi 
small waiting-room attached to hie of 
flee, wherein a man paced up and don-n 
« Ith feverish KepF. hi* hud boived ott 
hi$ shouldera and his hinds tightly 
clenched 

He was a man well on toward fort v. 
h it appeared even older by reason of his 
milled hair trowing Ihin on tlii" tem- 
ples and his black eves sunken and 
firawn. He waa evidently mifferinf: from 
.-•■me mtenee mental nam and w-orrv 

Hav* yon eot hlm^" he demanded, bir 
eves fallms beneath Mr Narkom'e 
ttea.-Ji- paje 

I have found out where he I* lo he 
found. Mr Berwick said th« superin- 
tendent uemally. ""ajitl I hav* not the 
Fliehte^t doubt that a quarter of an 
hour w-Jil bring Sim into touch wnh ua, 
*nd after that. 1 think vou may hope that 
Ihe rr:%'iiterv will he solved '" 

Then let s find him. Mr Narkom. I'm 
at my wffa end. but thin last tragedy 
rhall not be unavpn(ted, if It costs m* 
my own life If the law can't he!p m«. 
then, by heaven. I'll take the matter Into 
mv own hands and shoot my poor dar- 
Hnx'a murderer like a doe First their 
father lured awav. then Ella, mv sister. 
m-!^w, killed, and now two of the chit- 
rtren dead Man. for aught I know th* 
law one may bo lying dead now and 

I " Hia voice broke, he shook with lhe 

force of his emotion, and Mr Narknm 
twtted him In kindly symrathy on the 
shoulder 

i-xiirtly. Mr. Berwick, exaetlv. And 
ih" ouieker we jtet to work on this mys- 
i»:ioti* huslnes* the hetter.'" 

"My car :a outside.'' said Mr BerwlcS 
with Ill-concealed Impatience 'Lie: u* 
f»trh him as quickly a* Wfl can " 

In leas than ten minutes the two of 
them were drlvlni: through St, James 
Park at a lively clip that ate up the dis- 
tance like a cat lapping cream At Hyd* 
f'ark corner, the car drew up ehnrpK, 
«nd kavtns Mr. Berwick to admire the 
beaut le* of Pall Mall for a space of a 

carter of an hour, Mr Narknm proreed- 
*d by a ctrcunous pith across the Flow, 
now filled with hoticmen tjikins ihclr 
iwrnrae i onstit'mnnal. tilt he came In 
Ficht of the Achllle* etatue. His keen 
"tes. always. f>rj the alert, noon lit with 
■ .iisfaction. for there, sure enough wa« 
>h« object of his *e«rch He was seated 
upon a bench lust facing a ROrseoiit be.i 
of de:ih!e hyacinths whose ature bells 
were like the bluo of n tammtr cloud 

flrrk raised his eve s at the sound of 
Mr Narkom s footsteps crane hln? on the 
tr«> el and amiied 


»n-l th' windows mere heavily 

barred 

Cl«k tat tn alienee for several mln- ( school at Dartmouth, hai died Juit in 
'"*» "rokinf hia chin, and statins at the. the same wav as my bonny lambt. Oh. 
srawv slopes of the patk. Presently bejMr. Headland, yon don't know what 
straightened himself "A moat Interest- those children were to me." Hn voice 


Dr Colton proceeded "Master niff. ah. i 

A young servant, an orphan from the| fright vou save me' 

for yoii every where 


know, a 
don't you 
irritating 

csied Bei 


Init little problem, don't you 
rather ordinary one. too, d 
think-what^" he *ald 
hlandnesa 

"Ordinary, do you cat! 
wtck. starting up 

H» turned iogrv eves upon Mr. Xar- 
kom as if hlamine him for thia «WI' 
of time oe a fool, and the superintendent 
looked apolopenc. 

I mean it s all to do with monr 


it 

don 


broke with emotion as he clenched his 
hands until the knuckles stood out like 
ivory knots In the wrinkled akin and 
I turned aside. 

Cleek put up his hand for slltnce His 
fuce was grave. 

"Dr. Colton." he said, "I should like 
io see the body if I may. If only for the 
satisfaction of one's own eyes " 
The doctor's kindly face changed hi- 
Isn't | blue eyes hardened and his mouth was 
explained CImIc mildly, "though 1 1 grim "The very thing I expected you to 
». shouldn't s*ve the oth-, ask. Mr Headland." he 


iv dear, what a 
[-ve Keen looking 
tn thia dratted 
house." Then she caught Mghc of the 
two men and stepped in confusion 

Hush. Mr*. Ht'seltine. I've warned 
you I won t have lhat kind of thing sild 
In my presence, ' broke in the doctor 
fttraly -1 don'i like your foolish and 
utterly stupid notions'" 

"No more do I like ro-irs " 111 
retorted Then, snatching up the el 
she went swiftlv away 

Dr. Colton looked after her Please 
do not let yourself be prejudiced. Mr. 
Headland Here Is vour room. I do 
hope you will be Lomfortahle Jum let 
Mr? Berwick know if anything Is 
wrong Phe ,» practically mistress of 


on him 

Quit* right, mv dear Mr Narkom. (he 
v»rv thine I should euggeet. agreed 
Cleek twitching op hiF eyebrows as Mr. 
John Berwick loined ihem ' Ah, flad 
to meet vou, my drat sir— .1*115 hied, I'm 
sure Lovelv day. what" want mi to 
help vnu. I hcttev Anrthinj I ran 
do ' He babbled on tn that Inconse- 
quent "si!ly-»«i manner" which Mr 
Georse Headland always adopted. 

Mr Berwick gnve him a ouick. sharp 
look of astonishment Then he. ton. f 
bowed, and took i he limp hand Cleek ex- 
tended to him 

"I think. Mr Berwick." said Cleek. "If 
veil will let Mr Narkom here drive your 
car. perhapf vnu can give me the full 
details of the cue. of which I have but 
the barest outline Mr Narkom 'ells me 
'hiit your rnus,tn di,»ipi>eared six monihs 
ago. and since then votir sister-in.Iaw 
and two out of thre** of the children have 
died, and voti suFp+rf foul play." 

"Yes snid Mr Berwick, rather fharp- 
lv. and Cleek could not help tlki'ig the 
grax-e. pure-toned voire i »1n suspect 
foul plav. Mr — er— " 

'Headland, d-orge Headland, of Peof- 
land Yard, at your service " 

Berwick motioned Mr Narkom to tak' 
his place at the wheel, and when the 
three men were seated. Ihe car proceeded 
at a leisurely rate toward Marhle Ar-h. 
and he swune into his storv 

r had better bestn at the be:lnnln= ' 
he Mid. "with ihe death of my uncle. 
Sir Anthonv Berwick, two vrjrs ago 
Ft** like this. Mr Headland At the 
reading of his will It was found that th' 
main bulk of hid immense fortune, less 
bequests to servants, was left to his only 
eon. Maurice, and his male issue, and 
In the eirnt of their deaths to his broth- 
eis. Edward, who has died without Is- 
sue in Afrl-a. and Gerald, mv father, 
w'hn is also dead." 

' S=o that vou are now the sole s'indv 
inz legatee." pul In Cleek 

"Absolutely." and tt seemed as If » 
note of envy crept into the smooth tones 
' v\vn all went happily enough fill si* 
months nft»r Sir Anthony's death The 
first I heard of finyth:n5 wrone was a 
t»|.-^r,m, from Ella, ahou, six months 
«!<i. nsktnc if Maurice was with me. if 
not. bosrsiny me to come at once 

' "Well, f hadn't seen anv sign? of him 
for months, and I wired back arid mud- 
nrnncen:ents to go down to Torquav. 
When I arrived there r found the wh<il-> ■ 
house in confusion and Ella nearh- mad 
w-ltli suspense Maurice. 1t seems, had 
announced his Intention of going tip to 
London for a week-end, and he had roi 
returned. The matter was put Into the 
hands of ihe police — Mr Narkom pod- 
ded grimlv. "but to no avail. rTIl* work- 
ed herself to such a pitch of hysterij 


'the fronted Hons- . 

Cleek twitched up 
strange, birdlloe pj 
gave .in Inane laugh 

isn't !tr 


n»ar riartmnor 
hf* head, with t 
.vrmrnt. Then h- 
"Funnv name f*i 


i might h:ne known there wouldn't 'hat. artint: or? the advf-e of her doctor— 
to much peace for me. "nc» you knew 1 1 Ttr Colton— she and the three children 
was in town, he *aid in his low. e»enjwvnf io ,tnv at Jits hydropatnir home 
tones. 

"Mvsterlous disapp*a"an<"e, said Nar- 
kom 

I suppose Its th» Berwt'k r«»f 
again." said Cleek quiet |v 
The superintendent llteraljv lumped. 
Have you got second sight, or— — ** 
in Ic3£tie with infernal r>o«ers, eh" 
No. no. my friend. there'« nothing super- 
natural about tt I had .t letter from 
Miss Lorne this momlns It seems that 
n-e has been staving as companion to 
Mrs Berwick, and she hints .tt treat 
trnuhle She says vou will give mi thai 
• ' Jtlnie. and so there you are " 

Tit ■ .pri.ntendent settled pjrn*«l( upon 
'h« bench His round, kindly face w n e 
■nave ht» eyea wore a serious took 

"Well, it s one of the strangest ca£es 
1 ► . .er come across," h- i-aid aftrr a 
pdusr "Six month; after Mauti>e Ber- 
heir came into his fortune, he dis- 
appeared from hia hou.se m Devonshlie 
..nd lias r.'vcr been heard o< since Half 
raied wuh gn-f. the widow and her 
tn.-ee children go to msv at a Hydro fot 
mtige of air and scene and a mon'h 
later she is found dead In her chair, ap- 
parently having died in her sleep a! 

montb later the eldest Imv. Edward Bar- ' iciaatl. pueslonatelv attached 
wick, and their heir la the money iu< |i v ;in d hates me as the ne 



chap""" be 
ment 

"Can' I say 
house." 

Cleek was up betimes the next morning 

Come and have a game, youngster.** b# 
said in ahe afternoon to Clifford, and. [ chauffeur 
nothing loin, the child played hlde-and- At sight of the doctor a perfect babel 
seek with him in wholehearted delight 

"I It show you where the lions roar.' 
he said confident tally, af'er glancing 
swiftly round to see thai no one ovi-r- 
"h'r^a^'ril [htr^m^ 

"All right, vnu go along and I'll fol- 
low " 

Thev tiptoed silently till ihev reached 
a little room on the eround floor at the 
end of the passage, r losing the door aft«r* 
them 

It had evidently once been a kind of 
siudv or morning room, for its only fur- 
niture was a shabby old desk wiin a 
curve deck rhur in Ironi of it and an 
empty iafe the door of which smmg 
Idlv- open, its lock rusiv with disuse 

"Lions roar." said Clifford m'-sterlotiB- 

Iv 

Cleek am-eyed ihe room keentv. but 
before another word conn rl . v his itpa 
the door was filing violent Iv or*- n and 
Aitfa rushed In 

"I knew vou'd come here." she cried, 
with a little nole of pain In h*r voice. 
'Cliff, darling, come and play soldiers 
with me in the ground Quick, darling 
Get vour bat 


of voices broke out— but it was John 
Berwick who told the tale 

"Clifford." he gasped. "H' » gone- He' a 
stolen' The fool of a chauffeur lei him 
drive stnwSv down the path, and o'r 
«id ■ a man sprang fmm bfhind the b«d«e, 
threw Stevens out and drove oil « i" h 
htm'" 

An exclaroal Ion of horror burst f ro.-i 
the lips of r>r Colton and Mrs Hejelti...- 
hroke into a fit of violent weeptnc 

"Go after the sceundr*!'" cried the dor. 
tor. his tine old face quivering w^h emo- 
tion, "and. bv heaven, u hut a hair of 
mv larrth s head h.»? c-een hurt— I 11 mu-- 
de r htm with rev own hands. Mr N.v 
kom. your oar- " 

' The limousine, of course f Jtmtl to: 
»tten that " ^rted the superintendent 
lovfullv 'Til go with you." He turnr I 
to Cleek 

I should only be in the way with ro" 
game leg. especiallv If it comes to n 
slmggle. Cleek said carel»ss|v If yo-i 
happen across Dollops you might if » 
him this for me. will you*" He sertbbla-1 
something on a pa*e of hi* notebook and 
handed It to Mr Narkom 
The child sped awav tumbling over the T cn minutes later, the pursuers we— 
deck chair in his anxiety to ohev Ansa's on their wav, leaving Cleek to his own 
:nv|t.,tion His affection for her was devices Y-t. stranselv enough when Ihe 
only too evident Women had left the room. Mr^ H«^l- 

Ailsa came close to Oeek tlnB aobbms plteouBly. all trace, of hi* 

"Thin is the room where his mother u mt . had vanished as h e stepped over 
was found dead and ihe other t»o dar- tf . the chair. 

tings. ' she Tied Meanwhile Mr Nsrkom and the doctor 

"1\"here were the other two children tumped into the limousine, instm-ted 

round dear- In this room too-" Lennard to put on top speed and sped 

"In the chair. I think.' said Ailsa. * hut down the long, white ribbon of a road at 

tt wo, tohn Burwi.-k who found all three, a 11%-ely Hip As ihey swerved madlv. 

our after the other. Dear. It's a mys- round * rorner upon two wheels. IV 

tery— a horrible, dreadful mysierv"* «'olton. staring from his window, uttered 
i-Wk took her hands, and looked long * 1 L,1 " k 'Xvlamatior^ jnd clutch^l Mr. 


nlo the upturned eves Then with a 
.tile sigh he turned from her, and 
Trjssed tn Ihe window 

rton'i let anyone know thai I have 


Narkom'* arm The superintendent 
leaned out of his side, and saw in the 
distance a hlack spol 
Vejrer and nearer they came to 


l-eou in her,. Atlea. hut I'd like to stay *f**\ *»* water. 0O*i\ It 


Utuetly bv mvself if vou do not mimi. 


so tJrge nnallv that ihey could 


grev 
■ the 

.■•he left him at that and went out" of u£ ™n~ n ZnJ?T£ S t £ <1T 

the room, closing the door softly Whind ^ f h \,l^ E3g3&E£'3£J^.£2L 

Left 


to hlmeelf. Cleek prowled about 
likr a reMlSbs spirit. 

Presently his eye flashed, and he. too 
went sulfrlj from the room, and sought 
out Dollops 

The hoy was not far away from h;s 
maeter 

Dollops," said Cleek quickie, -j want 
yost to do something lor me. See If vou 
can find me a stray cat or do£. or a hen 
if nothin-- rl^e can he found Put it In 
hasket up m iny room, but he silent 
attniit it I don't w-flnt any one to have 
the lea>t suspicion of it " 


te r nf Utile Cliffords hand like a flash 
of while. 

Dr Co It on leaned sttll farther nut of 
the window 

"Cliff, mv boy, mv ho. ■ ' he cried, 
w-;ivlng h.s handkerchief 1 m rnrainc' 
Br brave lie brayt**" 

Again the car shot forward tike a tiv» 
thing. But even a* thev reached their 
co.il. even as i irtorv seemed so sure i 
tllln;.-. fate st-pp. d ill and t->ok IB* 
liiiini* from Hietr hands For the red- 
man turned suddenly, whipped 
somethin_- that glinted and in.. no- 
where the sun >• i ught ft Mr Markom 
wns con'Uous of a flish of fire, and th« 


The d.-iv passj-d uoeventfullv enough, sound of a sharp enplogirtn :,nd ir.stirtt 

and "'leek. Imvin; jinused himself bv go- Iv there w.,s ruction' The ltmousin-> 

ins nv. ; the house and ground, trior- lerked like ■ frightened horse, and th- 

oughli' returned to spend the evening smell of burning rubber arose The |,tt 

with Dr Colion. John Berwick and Mr. front t.re. was as fiat as the prohervsal 

Narkom. pancake 

The lojisultine room. whi. h was at- Mi Markom swore Dr Colton 

I ach-il to the do.'iorj. laboratory wan v * nt *" an exclamation which was hint- 

a cotnfortabl.1 room enough, and Ihe four 'x ,n keeping with his grav hairs, but 
men made up .f veyv .ihei^rful panv de- 

rhet- was nothina for it but lo call th- 


irmse, isn't It?" said he carelessly. 
' Yes. it is an old house that hai 

changed har,d« fnany :im-s. and so many er 'ounsj,'*! Don i mind having a trv 

odd wings and additions have been mad- er.' how When shall I come down 

to it that It had gained that name local-) ' Nov Can I «e dine .(jht off me 

ly. Iho ish t believe ; t ts known legally stat lot, 

as Voliamocr I^>d;e Well, he thought Cleek etrok-d hK m .stschc Then h'- 

the air and change of sren.-ry would te- looked oier toward Mi Narkom who sat 


"Lions roar," said C lifford, mysteriously. 


sioj. KHj io her normal self The two. 
hu^bnnd and wife, were so r-«*.-ioitate|v 
•tUUrhed to one another that 1 didn't 
wonder at her breaking down I per- 
suaded K!!a at last to go to the Crooked 
House and my wife consented to ac- 
company h« ; Thi- houi-e 'ens .ilmo.^t 
•rapty of other patients, anil it was ar- 

ranu.d that the whole fim.tv. Ella andliempt. he alighted from the car followed 
Hi- three children, and Mis Heseltlne. by Narknm 


in th- f:i.ni seat and fli-kered an eye 
lid slowl-v. 

We'll gel out here. M: »erwl;k, and 
I'll come down to the Crooked House to- 
morrow 1 II come lor a rest iure If 
I you don r mind Tell >m I'm suffering 
I from brain tag. don't you kno« . ' And 
| without heeding Ber» i. k > ,-nort of ton 


their nurse, und the governess, or com- 
panion, should all take up their abode 
with her ' 

What ahftul Mrs. Ha2- ltree"'' a.«ke*l 
Cleek 

■ H*-?e!tine " corre-ted Berwick Irrt- 
tabtv "Ob. one of the old-fashioned 

Ihe fam- 
heir like 


lound dead in lusl the same mannet ,, *,- ron good as .»||s i 
lliotisb without .mv ai paient rauje or , every time 1 see her " 
ulrmish , i'i»ek bent lo brush ai 

■'"leek n' ,p suddenlv He was .if ; tr .,,k „e dust from his i 
aier'l as a terrier on ihe track of a rat—] voice was calm, disinter* 
r.„s i»hnl- . i. .r.ienar.i ■ ^;e;l.d k<-e„ | !: - ^rn'ss. Mr Berwick. 
Nrest. 

Heilr ' l,» rapr*d nut Whit'., rhst* 
t'l'd nithouf i juse or Plijrrush Mr Nar- 
»dm "" 

Yes " said the superintendent, artth a 
Uttle P"rr oi satisfaction 

Well, tnat made the relatives wake 


ie n murderer 

a- an invisihle 
wit sleeve His 
sted And the 
said he. 

Miss Lome' <">h. a very nice girl and 
an old friend of Ella's Well, a tDrte 
r.ishi after the remov al Ella died— heart- 
brok-r. nt Maurice * loss She ne\er had 


a strong hf.ui and Dr fnlion was able rang down the dim ■ oni-lor. and in 


Id i- -'.(v hi an disease, aliho ish he said 
frankly if it had not been for the shock 
•P a bit. and the doctor who ^ a friend ; ami • iep.-ii.ic she mighi have lived many 
"I the family, had i gmri Put ro-mu th-, yettra I think he was nearlv as cut up 

■ i.ild s nu-seri ' at-i-n poor Maurice'' ie,th as " 

The dor-.or put in Ok. whisking. Hello, what's that"" struck in Cle-k 
tound and la-ins Mr Narkom's pod»V : shai plv. jerkine up hie chin. "I thou K ht 

kentleniati 


And who may 


figure upon the bench 
the do, ior he. please*" 

tin. Dr i olton— line old man. rraied 
• ii modern methods for the medical pro-j 
f-ssion— old fticnd of the grandfather., 
Sir Anthony and has a hvdronathir e»-, 

MbliFhiuen: Simplv worships the whole | ,ir <.f bland serenity He sat chew- 
family, so you . an unacine what his feel- 1 |ng his flnaer nails and looking the Pic 


yo . icld me lust now that tti 
was alive, but missing " 

Mr Berwi. k bit Ills lip He must be. 
he said, almost confusedly, "or he would 
have relumed ' 

V". i^r course '' Cleek had resumed 


ttis* »ere « hen the cut was found dead 
-in ihe middle ..f the afteinoon It Is 
wonder ihst Mr Keiwick called up 
S ottand Yard " 

i jeek twitched up h:s evebrow* He 
was suddenly very m-rh alive, very 
much awake His eves rear.hcd the su- 
terlntendent's face 

"Berwick, which one Is this 1 *" be 
a.iked 

Mr. John B.r»lik. the missing man s 
.odBiti and eon of ,s.r Anthony'., v-ounapt* 
brother The money was first lef! to 
Maurice Berwick dtid htx male issue, 
then to his urn lee— Edward, who died 
without issue ;u A Trie*, and Gerard, win. 
la also dead Therefore II anything hap-| 


t ire of Idiotic imbecility. Well, i;o on 
Mrs Berwick waa cremated. I suppose ' 
Mr John Berwick gave a siart and sur- 
veved him in wtde-eved amaiemenl 
' What on earth made vou think of 
guessing (hat'" he spluttered, startle! 
out of himself hy rt.-ek's sudden ques- 
tion ' Ella lefi a letter In which she 
Ix-IUcd her husband if he survived her. 
or h:s exccuti.rs tr- have her body i refl- 
ated Most unary. [>r rolton was. too 
However, ht- carried on! her wishes and 
behaved like the ..-nod old man he is 
Mr Berwick slopped short, the bends o( 
perspiration st.inditig out on his fore- 
head 

Mi, Headland." he continued In terse 


pens io little .'lifford. ihe remaining : tones, it is an affair almost beyond hu 
(his comm. John Berwick, would man agency, but though there was no 

: sign of poison or any mark, we all feel 


inherit " 

Cleek got up He took a last lingering 
look at the hyacinths, as if bidding them 
a reluctant sood-by. Then he swung 
'■ -ud "II ' i •■' ! ■■■■■ I In • I y. ■ Nsrh. vi 

My friend.' he said «.ulctly. "I have a 
fancy lo pul Mr. Genree Hradlaud upon 
this caw, and lei cleek stav in the hack- 
ground. Humor me. please " 
Mr. Narkom fairly bristled w|[h good 
He was glad to have interested 


sure Iher* Is some foul mystery about it 
These are. the facts of the case, Mr 
Headland-pot hapa yon can solve ihe 
mystery for us and rid us of this over- 
hanging fear of death.'* 

fleck eat a moment In silence lugging 
at Ins mustache. "What about the 
windows *" he asked. 

"nosed, both of them. The room had 
been set aside as a nurs-ry for the chil- 


li "as about 5 o'clock in the afternoon 
of the b»si day when Cleek. accomp- 
ani.-d by Dollors. arrived at ihe little 
station nearest to the moo- on which the 
•'moled House stood He found Mr 
Narkom had arrtved in the limousine, 
and was already in the hig eltiing-room 
engaged in taking voluminous noiea. 

My dear chap, thank goodness you ve 
come.' was his greeitng as he wrung 
Cleek'/ hand "I waa beginning lo think 
>nu had given up the cn<o. and though 
to all appearances it mas h.- only a wild- 
goo-e chase.. yet 'pon mv soul, the vers 
atmosphere of gloom ni>r everv tine is 
enoush to give you the creeps. Anyhow, 
the child is safe Ciiotigh at present -ah. 
nnd h*re he comes '' 
A sound of a childish voice outside 

a noth- 

er moment Ihe dour oik iiert to admit CH f- 
ford Bet wtck. who,— !:fe was of so much 
importance to his relatives Ailsa Lome 
*»» ruth him. 

The Hgdfl In CleeJtTe face was almost a 
i: nr.si.e iration, and as Ailsa met thai 
look uf passionate adoration a vivid 
blush suffused the dell.: ate oval of her 
face She smiled, yet only for a fleenng 
moment, then she put up a warning fin- 
gel- unnoticed bv the child and said In a 
cold, formal voice 

Mr Headland. 1 presume 

"Yes. Miss Lorne.' said the superin- 
leiiderrt quietly, taking Cleek by the arm 
and pufhine him forward toward Ailsa 
"I note h- wilt be or some use to US, 
loo'" 

"t hope so. Indeed." she said, with 
tittle sigh. Then, as footsteps sounded 
in the tf>sset:,ted hall o.ittide, her face 
hardened ever so slightly, » n d she step- 
ped hark lino ihe shadow a as Mr Ber- 
wick entered in ompanv with Dr. Col- 
ton. 

As John Berwick had said on the pre- 
vious day. Dr. Colton was indeed a mode] 
or ■! hai nn English dnelor fhould tie 

He shook hands heartily with Cleek 
and although his hands were as firm as 
a physician's should be. his voice, which 
was singularly soft and pure- toned, had 
a ring almost of passion tn If as he 
spoke, 

"1 understand you are going to eluci- 
date these distressing mysteries for ua» 
Mr. Headland," he said softly in his fine, 
deep voice. "1 pray so. for they have 
deepened still further since Mr- Berwick 
left."" 

I'leek looked up quickly. -Oho'" said 
he. In two different tones "In whst 
war, may I ask. Dr. Colton?" He felt; 
himself drawn Irrefutably, aa was every 
on, else, inward this grave old man. 


thrilling with rithteous Indignation. "Just t the ho ise while she stays htre We dine 

what I told th-" fools of school people, m c ■■ He turned wjti, a cheery little 

out tiieii own doctor had slated thai her nod. and leu I'lfek to his own reflections 

hear, «a* th a - r «j, state before ah. Doltot s. entering ,, moment later. 

« " rf ^ ,0 ^"k Z r fO'm-< hie adored n,.,ate r , jp p, n g ihounln- 

will .tnd lei them rrmove the body. It. ra , Iv . th „ , 

was much again,! my wtah. t assure J "l \ , ^ , DJ 

JOU — Bricks. tVltop.-!, Mid Cleek "Bricks. 

' '*!eelt shrugged his shoulders, and Mr U<i "" *"* bllls-what do you make of 
Xarkoni. watching out of the corners of 
his shrewd little eyes, saw the > urloii* 
one-sirfed smile iravel lo his cheek He 
made a mental nole of the fa< t I'teck 
"tiiioii ihe i cent " at last. 
He stood aside for Ihe doctor to pass, 
but the old man did not move. For, even 
as Cleek crossed the room toward thi-, 
doorway, a figure stood framed In ll. 
slim and <Urk. wuh eves like a shot bird 
and a tremulous, mivortns mouth, .ihe 


te the fait that two out of the num- 
ber were police officers, on the tr«' k of 
a possible criminal 

Presently '"leek Jumped up and put- 
Unc up the eyeglass, ihe use of w htch ir- 
ritated Mr. Narkom bevimd measure, he 
made a restless tour of the room. «om- 
tn(! lo n stand at last hefoie a door bv- 
s.dc one of ihe bookcases. Seeing this. 
Dr. Colton also rose and came over to 
him. • That leads to my laboratory." he 
explained, lakius a key from his pock- 
■ i I k'ep ii locked in • ase of stray 
patients entering when ih.-y are n.n 
wanted, end. as vou can Imagine, when 
I'm on a dissc.-'ioa -ob i: vio.ild t* a»v^- 
"aid " 

Yes, indeed. ' agreed ("leek, heartily 
following his host Into the room. 
"Beastly job. though. Isn't it ! Let's gel 
out doctor I should bo mad If 1 stayed 
half an hour In this room ' 

Dr ."olton smiled tolerantly as he fol- 
lowed his BTifst bn.k Into Ihe softly 
lighted room. 

Shortly afterward ihey all retired, and 
halfwav up the sainase Oeek encoun- 
lered Mrs. Hesellitie. 

"I went up to see If my blessed bairn 
w as safe. " she ? aid tti answer to the uii- 
spoker. question In C leek's face 

Omie right. Mrs. Heseltinr." said 
Cleek "By Ihe way. i wonder if vou 
could tell mr I'm a bit of n nervous 
fool. I know, i,ut I hate to steep In a 
room If anv one has died in it. I sup- 
a pose you don't happemTo know whether 


made a startled step forward, and then 
back again, as li hesitating tn uncer- 
taintv and looked from one to the other 
of them In frightened astonishment 

Dr. Colton took a step toward her. and 
held out his hand 

"Mrs Berwick, my dear Mr Head- 
land." he said softly, making their m- 
ti'odiniion with his graceful, 
manner This gentleman ha» come io 
help us In our time of I rouble, mv dear." 

Cleek look the extended hand, and not- 
ed Hie fluttering pulse and strained look: The dinner was not an enlivening meal 
in ti.-r wild *ycs. He sucked In his i and Cleek. evlncii.g a strop .i version lo 
breath and twitched hta eyebrows up, I tobacco smoke, was soon able io Join the 
;ind down again. Hello, so she was ladies In Ihe drawing-room Here he 
afraid, was she- Ot what' Or of whom'i found Ailsa seated ai the piano jnd 
Mrs. Berwick withdrew her hand as' Mrs Berwick seemingly engrossed in 

some elaboraie art fancy work ai the 


that- 

"Mtlea away from everywhere, sir.' 
crumbled Dollops, unstrapping Cleek'a 
bug 

"Keep q.uet. Dollops, and don't say a 
word more about me than you are oblig- 
ed. I'm a nervous m valid ciuiie for 
rest cure— understand "" 

Mrs. Heseltine shook her head 
No. sir what nonsense' ' 
He passed on up the staircase toward 
room to rind ihe dtnin^-room 'ag'a!'" h } e room, to wait there until the house 


anv ones died tn my room 

"Yus. mi-, an 1 don I ihtnk. ' grinned 
tiotloo^ 

A halt hour later Cleek set torih from' 

hii 


Ithdrew her hand 
quickly as possible and turned toward 
Ailsa. In so doing h-r face w nl in 

shiidow 

Jfs Clifford's bedtime. Miss Lome. " 
she said in a strangely low. strangely 
sweet voi.'e 

T was about to show Mr Headland to 
his room as you entered, my dear," put 
in Hie doctor, ruhbmg his smooth hands 
together 

Little cilfTord ran suddenly up to Cleek 
and clung hold of his hand. 
"Mo come, too, 


"So vou 


roar 


Cleek patted his shoulder 
shall, old man. " 

"Show you where ihe lions 
morrow," went on the boy. 
Ilitle white hand into Cleek'a 
one 

The detective's eyebrows went uj>. 
"Don't keep a menagerie, do your he 
asked with a puxxled air. "That won't 
do mv nerves any good." 

" Ekm't be silly. Cliff." said Mrs. Ber- 
wick sharply. "I shall punish you if I 
hear any more of that nonsense." 

"But they do roar sometimes, don't 
ihey. Miss Lome"" said the boy obstin- 
ately, and Cleek, obeying a o,u!ck ges- 
ture from the kindly doctor, 
more and followed his host up the broad 
wooden staircase. One thing he norfeeil 
at once. There waa neither gaa nor elec 
trio tight-all the Illumination was 
soft glow of 
on wall and tai 

Cleek looked down at the child, but be- 
fore he could speak an elderly woman 
came swiftly forward, her eyes lighting 
wlih relief aa they fell upon little Clif- 
ford- 


He had reached the first landing when . w ** "s 1 *" 11 Ttl *"- soundless as a cat 
he heard his name called ever so sortl* * n " ** ii-ihtfooted. he crept out of the 
bv the one voice dearest to him In the doorway. and wlth „ roV ered liasket in 
world. i Bi» hand made ht» way to the deserifd 

- Don t look round." whispered Ailsa.! ™™ m on the ground floor, 
hidden hv a hi,- portiere before one of: „. * 

the doors 'Join mr as ouicklv as pos- * xt - ' ** in Mr Markom. the nexi 

dignified 1 »lb!e in th* drawing-room after dinner' morning when, after bregkr«st, he Join- 
•"leek proceeded on his wav. his nr-iti " d 1 Wk on s,on * terrace outside, 

thrilling to the sounds of the swtet. low ' " w hat do von think. ri«k — 
tones, « 1 " >1 > ,f a of wholesale murder." 

I Cleek said quietly 

■lood Lord " ejaculated Mr Narkom. 
' his face paling ai Ihe calm asseriion. "I 
can t think whv vou have come to that 
conclusion " 

'""leek made no reply for a moment, but 
hie head flmiered up Impatientlv and his 
1 Hps gave forth a little sigh as of de- 
spair Then he drew hia companion 
down the flight of stone steps leading 
Inio an ornamental Dutch garden 

The sound of a motor car arrested his 
attention "The limousine. Mr. Nar- 
kom*"" 

"No." said ihe super intendent. "I rath- 
er fancy it s the doctor lust off on his 
rounds," 

Ah' In thai case Id rather like to 
see him. I strained one of mv tendons 
last night, and if you could rind some- 
thing to do in that room meanwhile. Mr 
Narkom. I d t* obliged." 

"Righto, old chap." returned the oth- 
er prompt) v. and wiihout vouchsafing 
any further #xptanation Cleek made his 
way to the doctor's consulting room, 

"Funny things sprains are'" he said 
after explaining his misadventure. "1 
knocked up against my dressing case 
Wonder If you'd mind looking at It." He 
put up his leg. disclosing an ugly yellow 
bruise on it. and the doctor bent ao- 
ttcitlously. 

Try cold water bandages. 


limousine to a sudden halt, even as the. 
watched their pr**v swerve round the 
corner and dl^appe^r from view 

It took tli'n some time to set .moth, r 
tire fined, and though ihe doctor wished 
to continue the ,-h.ise the siipermteriden* 
rerused It w\.s -i]re;idv noon when iti. 
two returned and walked Into the lit- 
tle room at the end of the passag, . 
wherein Miss Lome and Mrs. Berwt. k 
re ma med 

One l»ok at Dr folton'a face loM 
Ih-m that ther- w a s onlv III news, and 
Mr Narkom looked round hastily for 
'''leek, hut there was no sign of him. 
H» swung round again as the door w»a 
opened, and Mrs M.-srlilnr, her eve- 
red wlih crvtrut. burst In upon them She 
swept up to Dr .'niton and seized his 
hand, but the old man shook h:s head 

All el once ,t great sound shook the 
room to Its foundations. tt won I'ke 
Ihe roaring of a lion. It seemed to pen 
etrats the whole house and Ailsa. 
her fate p.ile and awestruck, shut her 
hands together and breiiihad hard 

The lions'" she murmured ' <"lifterd-« 
lions* ' 

Dr Co! ion gave a little gasn of sur- 
>"' ! " He looked at Mrs HcjeStlne 
Mrs. Heselline looked at htm instinct- 
ively they both moved tow irrt the oid 
Safe 

"Seems as Ihnuih It were coming from 
there, doesn't H— said the doctor, look- 
ing around the little awestruck crowd io 
the room H, turned the handle and 
the great iron door swung out upon lis 
rusly hinge* showing the gloom v int.- 


said he "Per- 
of 


other end of the room "She hates me, I 
think. " whispered Ailsa. her hands flut- 
tering over some music 

Why*"' uuened Cleek. sortlv 
' Because t stand between them and ihe 
child." 

Cleek s eyes narrowed "You think, 
then " 

"! know it. ' the girl returned, looking 
up into his fare wlih fear-widened ryes. 
They ar e both hard pressed for monev 


looking tip mto Cleek'^mVn, ^'"'5..! 1 ' 

come, loo " 


Mr Berwick that found both of my dar 
lings 1 promised their mother to guard 
them if anything happened, and I hive! 
failed Help me s»v e this one, won I 
you *** 

Cleek's hand just fluttered over hers as 
he spread a sheet of music in front of 
her. His lips brushed her hair as he 
bent his head. 

"That's what I'm here for. he said 
simply. 

"I start tomorrow morning, perhaps." 
The entry of ihe others prevented any 
further discussion, and Cleek could not 


he sug. 


help noticing the swift glance, almost of! grated Tit have another look w 
fear, on Mr. Berwick's face, as he no- 1 com* back." He pulled out his watch 
ticed their proximity and Cleek took the Int. 

"An uner fool'" he -scowled, as he "I forgot your moior is walling do.-- 
looked across at the clever police officer i ior This la of no Importance Hello"" 
engaged tn teaching Miss Lome the rays- He glanced out of the window and bevk- 
teries of cat's cradle; on ed the doctor toward him What . 

He might, however, have altered his — 
opinion had he but seen that same face, 
when, having apparently retired for the 
night, Cleek had aucceeded In shutting 
himself Into Mr, Narkom's room on the 
opposite aid* of the landing. 

Th* superintendent was a-qulver with 
excitement 
"Well, what do you think of It all. old 


become of ir Better go om and have a 
look for yourself, hadn t yeuT 

The old man fairly ran to the window 
In hia excitement, hut the drive wa. 
clear enough save where from the end <sf 
tt a man tame running. 

"Stevens," he exclaimed, his face pal- 
ing a little, "has anything gone wrong 



A minute later there came a hubbub | -olved I w|»h 


And then the doctor did a remarkably 
stranse thing linking neither to right 
nor lefi. h* entered the safe, followed 
closely h v Mrs. Heseitinr s sturdy figure 
There was ihe sound of a sharp c -click, 
the harsh grating as of a sheet of iron 
being drawn backward Into the socket, 
and even as Ailsa eprans up with a 
stifled cry and turned toward those two, 
a voice, strangely familiar, tttrangelv 
clear and crisp. Issued from it. and 
I leek stood bowing and smiling in from 
of them' 

' L-die, md gentlemen.*' 
mil me. With the 
Scotland Yard- 
There was the sound of a sharp scuf- 
fie. the clatter of man" feet, the hoarse 
shoullng of many voices, and rhen- 
sinck. enlck went the handcuffs and Dr 
Colton found himself en loving ihe rlns- 
company of Mrs Heseltine. while C|eek 
stood smiling beside them 

"The game's up. my friend!" said thai 
-tentlrman blandly as he looked down 
Into Ihe doctors pamcstricken face 
- Y'ou won t have such a good chance of 
inheriting ihos* millions v*t. Ml Ed- 
ward Burwwk. and don't you forget It * 
The doctor mouthed and squirmed like 
a whipped animal " You've beaten me. 
curse you. ' he cried, "but I've don- for 
the family of 'em— the last brat Is out 
of the way " 
"Not quite so quickly, my friend'" 
Cleek whistled, and the door swung 
open to admit Dollops. a red wig and 
board In his hand and at his side little 
Clifford ecing the group with childish 
amusement 

'"Take him away in aafetv. Dollops"' 
said Clevk. airily waving his band toward 
them. Then as the door shut he turned 
to the prisoners, 

"There is the murderer. Mrs, Berwick 
the murderer of Maurice and the two 
children. Miss l-ome " 
The roaring had not 
moved toward the taafe. 

"The rhatr. mind the chair' 
Cleek "Don't move till I hat 
connected the current'" 
the safe and in another i 
subsided, 

"Elecirlclty was his weapon, and a 
clever Job he mad* of It. too' There 
are dynamos In the underground ■■• r> ■■ 
that make thia tron chair a veritable 
death trap* Maurice, in fact all hi* vic- 
tims were killed tn that wav, Onlv 
Maurice was rsrrted down to the vaults 
below, where his body t* burled all ax 
cept his skull, which is tn the laboratory 
I r -a dies arid gentlemen, the riddle •** 


dia- 

H# darted Into 
Ihe 


you 



— - 


